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Teacher Notes
Lesson

Introduction
An introduction to this unit should include “meeting” Mark Twain. Obviously, we
cannot meet him personally; however, thanks to many talented impersonators, we can
meet him virtually. Depending upon your internet access for students and teachers,
you have several options for introductory activities. The most important aspect of an
introduction for middle school and high school students is to catch their interest and
dazzle them whenever possible. Again, I offer options to suit a variety of school
situations. With a video-centered population of young people, video and internet are
key experiences to engage student interest.

Student Individual Internet Access Required: This activity is included as the first
for the students in this lesson. However, a resourceful teacher might try this with one
computer as a group activity. It will take longer.):
PBS Online: Mark Twain Scrapbook (http://www.pbs.org/marktwain/scrapbook/ )

Teacher Internet Access Required: (You can download and play this for all to see
or they could click and see themselves.):
Star Trek: The Next Generation featured a double episode with Mark Twain. These
clips are available freely online from the University of Virginia.
(http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/railton/projects/tysse/STthings.htm)

No computer or internet required, just a VCR or DVD player: Most media centers
and public libraries have video and DVD of Twain biographies.
PBS offers a 2 video cassette set
(http://www.shoppbs.org/product/index.jsp?productId=1406247&cp=1412587&view=al
l&parentPage=family )or a 2 DVD set
(http://www.shoppbs.org/product/index.jsp?productId=1406248&cp=1412587&view=al
l&parentPage=family) produced by the famous Ken Burns.

Demonstration: Take a piece of fabric at least 12-20 inches long. Measure it for the
students so that they see the measurement, length A. Run a needle and thread
through it, weaving up and down every 2 or 3 inches. Then remove the thread. Tie a
knot in one end to secure the thread from pulling through. Then push the fabric
towards the knotted end as you hold tight the other end of the string. The fabric
gathers to make curves. Then measure the fabric again, length B. How long is the
piece of fabric, length A or B? Students can see the importance of accurate
measurement and then relate the gathered fabric to the Mississippi River in their GIS
investigation.

Visualization: Launch the Twain QuickTime movie. Students should be watching the
river and the compass. What observations to the student make about this tiny section
of the river near Memphis, TN. This visualization was created by Shannon White with
Google Earth Pro software (http://earth.google.com).
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The Celebrated Jumping Frog
By Mark Twain

MT jumped into national prominence on the basis of this tale about Jim Smiley
and his frog, first published in a New York newspaper in November, 1865 and
quickly reprinted around the country. Though MT later discounted it as a
"villainous backwoods sketch," it already adumbrates motifs that would stick
with him throughout his career -- including the use of a vernacular speaker and
the unexplained appearance of a mysterious stranger. MT also kept returning
to the tale itself, often giving a shortened version of it in his lectures and
readings -- including the tour with Cable he arranged to promote Huck Finn. I
include it among the sources of Huck Finn, though, essentially for the way it
shows MT developing the possibilities of a deadpan narrator. Like Simon
Wheeler, Huck tells a tale that is designed to make readers laugh without, as
MT puts it below, "without ever smiling." From early on in his career, MT
believed that when a humorist gave no sign that he understood the meaning of
the story he was telling it made the audience that much more likely to laugh. Of
course, in Huck Finn the narrative "innocence" of the storyteller is being put to
much more profound thematic uses.

MT revised his most famous sketch several times, in modest ways. The text
below is the 1865 version, which was titled "Jim Smiley and His Jumping
Frog." The cover at left is from the first (1867) British publication of the
sketch. This rare edition is one of the most recent additions to the Barrett
Collection.

The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County
Mr. A. Ward,

Dear Sir: -- Well, I called on good-natured, garrulous old Simon Wheeler, and inquired after your
friend, Leonidas W. Smiley, as you requested me to do, and I hereunto append the result. If you can
get any information out of it you are cordially welcome to it. I have a lurking suspicion that your
Leonidas W. Smiley is a myth -- that you never knew such a personage, and that you only conjectured
that if I asked old Wheeler about him it would remind him of his infamous Jim Smiley, and he would
go to work and bore me nearly to death with some infernal reminiscence of him as long and tedious as
it should be useless to me. If that was your design, Mr. Ward, it will gratify you to know that it
succeeded.

I found Simon Wheeler dozing comfortably by the bar-room stove of the old, dilapidated tavern in the
ancient mining camp of Boomerang, and I noticed that he was fat and bald-headed, and had an
expression of winning gentleness and simplicity upon his tranquil countenance. He roused up and
gave me good-day. I told him a friend of mine had commissioned me to make some inquiries about a
cherished companion of his boyhood named Leonidas W. Smiley -- Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley -- a
young minister of the Gospel, who he had heard was at one time a resident of this village of
Boomerang. I added that if Mr. Wheeler could tell me any thing about this Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley,



Twain’s Travels

Copyright © 2006 Barbaree Ash Duke, Educational Consultant, baduke@mindspring.com

I would feel under many obligations to him.

Simon Wheeler backed me into a corner and blockaded me there with his chair -- and then sat me
down and reeled off the monotonous narrative which follows this paragraph. He never smiled, he
never frowned, he never changed his voice from the gentle-flowing key to which he tuned the initial
sentence, he never betrayed the slightest suspicion of enthusiasm -- but all through the interminable
narrative there ran a vein of impressive earnestness and sincerity, which showed me plainly that, so
far from his imagining that there was any thing ridiculous or funny about his story, he regarded it as a
really important matter, and admired its two heroes as men of transcendent genius in finesse. To me,
the spectacle of a man drifting serenely along through such a queer yarn without ever smiling was
exquisitely absurd. As I said before, I asked him to tell me what he knew of Rev. Leonidas W.
Smiley, and he replied as follows. I let him go on in his own way, and never interrupted him once:

There was a feller here once by the name of Jim Smiley, in the winter of '49 -- or maybe it was the
spring of '50 -- I don't recollect exactly, somehow, though what makes me think it was one or the
other is because I remember the big flume wasn't finished when he first came to the camp; but any
way, he was the curiosest man about always betting on any thing that turned up you ever see, if he
could get any body to bet on the other side, and if he couldn't he'd change sides -- any way that suited
the other man would suit him -- any way just so's he got a bet, he was satisfied. But still, he was lucky
-- uncommon lucky; he most always come out winner. He was always ready and laying for a chance;
there couldn't be no solitry thing mentioned but that feller'd offer to bet on it -- and take any side you
please, as I was just telling you. If there was a horse-race, you'd find him flush, or you'd find him
busted at the end of it; if there was a dog-fight, he'd bet on it; if there was a cat-fight, he'd bet on it; if
there was a chicken-fight, he'd bet on it; why, if there was two birds setting on a fence, he would bet
you which one would fly first -- or if there was a camp-meeting, he would be there reglar, to bet on
Parson Walker, which he judged to be the best exhorter about here, and so he was, too, and a good
man. If he even seen a straddle-bug start to go any wheres, he would bet you how long it would take
him to get wherever he was going to, and if you took him up, he would foller that straddle-bug to
Mexico but what he would find out where he was bound for and how long he was on the road. Lots of
the boys here has seen that Smiley, and can tell you about him. Why, it never made no difference to
him -- he would bet on anything -- the dangdest feller. Parson Walker's wife laid very sick, once, for a
good while, and it seemed as if they warn't going to save her; but one morning he come in, and
Smiley asked him how she was, and he said she was considerable better -- thank the Lord for his
inf'nit mercy -- and coming on so smart that, with the blessing of Providence, she'd get well yet -- and
Smiley, before he thought, says, "Well, I'll resk two-and-a-half that she don't, anyway."

Thish-yer Smiley had a mare -- the boys called her the fifteen-minute nag, but that was only in fun,
you know, because, of course, she was faster than that -- and he used to win money on that horse, for
all she was so slow and always had the asthma, or the distemper, or the consumption, or something of
that kind. They used to give her two or three hundred yards' start, and then pass her under way; but
always at the fag-end of the race she'd get excited and desperate-like, and come cavorting and
straddling up, and scattering her legs around limber, sometimes in the air, and sometimes out to one
side amongst the fences, and kicking up m-o-r-e dust, and raising m-o-r-e racket with her coughing
and sneezing and blowing her nose -- and always fetch up at the stand just about a neck ahead, as near
as you could cipher it down.
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And he had a little small bull pup, that to look at him you'd think he warn't worth a cent, but to set
around and look ornery, and lay for a chance to steal something. But as soon as money was up on
him, he was a different dog -- his underjaw'd begin to stick out like the fo'castle of a steamboat, and
his teeth would uncover, and shine savage like the furnaces. And a dog might tackle him, and bully-
rag him, and bite him, and throw him over his shoulder two or three times, and Andrew Jackson --
which was the name of the pup -- Andrew Jackson would never let on but what he was satisfied, and
hadn't expected nothing else -- and the bets being doubled and doubled on the other side all the time,
till the money was all up -- and then all of a sudden he would grab that other dog jest by the j'int of his
hind leg and freeze to it -- not chaw, you understand, but only jest grip and hang on till they thronged
up the sponge, if it was a year. Smiley always come out winner on that pup, till he harnessed a dog
once that didn't have no hind legs, because they'd been sawed off in a circular saw, and when the thing
had gone along far enough, and the money was all up, and he come to make a snatch for his pet holt,
he saw in a minute how he'd been imposed on, and how the other dog had him in the door, so to
speak, and he 'peared surprised, and then he looked sorter discouraged-like, and didn't try no more to
win the fight, and so he got shucked out bad. He give Smiley a look, as much as to say his heart was
broke, and it was his fault, for putting up a dog that hadn't no hind legs for him to take holt of, which
was his main dependence in a fight, and then he limped off a piece and laid down and died. It was a
good pup, was that Andrew Jackson, and would have made a name for hisself if he'd lived, for the
stuff was in him, and he had genius -- I know it, because he hadn't had no opportunities to speak of,
and it don't stand to reason that a dog could make such a fight as he could under them circumstances,
if he hadn't no talent. It always makes me feel sorry when I think of that last fight of his'n, and the
way it turned out.

Well, thish-yer Smiley had rat-tarriers, and chicken cocks, and tom-cats, and all of them kind of
things, till you couldn't rest, and you couldn't fetch nothing for him to bet on but he'd match you. He
ketched a frog one day, and took him home, and said he cal'klated to edercate him; and so he never
done nothing for three months but set in his back yard and learn that frog to jump. And you bet you he
did learn him, too. He'd give him a little hunch behind, and the next minute you'd see that frog
whirling in the air like a doughnut -- see him turn one summerset, or may be a couple, if he got a good
start, and come down flat-footed and all right, like a cat. He got him up so in the matter of ketching
flies, and kept him in practice so constant, that he'd nail a fly every time as far as he could see him.
Smiley said all a frog wanted was education, and he could do most anything -- and I believe him.
Why, I've seen him set Dan'l Webster down here on this floor -- Dan'l Webster was the name of the
frog -- and sing out, "Flies, Dan'l, flies!" and quicker'n you could wink, he'd spring straight up, and
snake a fly off'n the counter there, and flop down on the floor again as solid as a gob of mud, and fall
to scratching the side of his head with his hind foot as indifferent as if he hadn't no idea he'd been
doin' any more'n any frog might do. You never see a frog so modest and straightfor'ard as he was, for
all he was so gifted. And when it come to fair-and-square jumping on a dead level, he could get over
more ground at one straddle than any animal of his breed you ever see. Jumping on a dead level was
his strong suit, you understand, and when it come to that, Smiley would ante up money on him as long
as he had a red. Smiley was monstrous proud of his frog, and well he might be, for fellers that had
traveled and ben everywheres, all said he laid over any frog that ever they see.

Well, Smiley kept the beast in a little lattice box, and he used to fetch him down town sometimes and
lay for a bet. One day a feller -- a stranger in the camp, he was -- come across him with his box, and
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says:

"What might it be that you've got in the box?"

And Smiley says, sorter indifferent like, "It might be a parrot, or it might be a canary, may be, but it
ain't -- it's only just a frog."

And the feller took it, and looked at it careful, and turned it round this way and that, and says, "H'm --
so 'tis. Well, what's he good for?"

"Well," Smiley says, easy and careless, "He's good enough for one thing, I should judge -- he can out-
jump ary frog in Calaveras county."

The feller took the box again, and took another long, particular look, and give it back to Smiley, and
says, very deliberate, "Well -- I don't see no p'ints about that frog that's any better'n any other frog."

"Maybe you don't," Smiley says. "Maybe you understand frogs, and maybe you don't understand 'em;
maybe you've had experience, and maybe you ain't only a amature, as it were. Anyways, I've got my
opinion, and I'll resk forty dollars that he can outjump ary frog in Calaveras county."

And the feller studied a minute, and then says, kinder sad, like, "Well, I'm only a stranger here, and I
ain't got no frog -- but if I had a frog, I'd bet you."

And then Smiley says, "That's all right -- that's all right -- if you'll hold my box a minute, I'll go and
get you a frog." And so the feller took the box, and put up his forty dollars along with Smiley's, and
set down to wait.

So he set there a good while thinking and thinking to hisself, and then he got the frog out and prized
his mouth open and took a tea-spoon and filled him full of quail shot -- filled him pretty near up to his
chin -- and set him on the floor. Smiley he went to the swamp and slopped around in the mud for a
long time, and finally he ketched a frog, and fetched him in, and give him to this feller, and says:

"Now if you're ready, set him alongside of Dan'l, with his fore-paws just even with Dan'l's, and I'll
give the word." Then he says, "One -- two -- three -- jump!" and him and the feller touched up the
frogs from behind, and the new frog hopped off, but Dan'l give a heave, and hysted up his shoulders --
so -- like a Frenchman, but it wasn't no use -- he couldn't budge; he was planted as solid as an anvil,
and he couldn't no more stir than if he was anchored out. Smiley was a good deal surprised, and he
was disgusted too, but he didn't have no idea what the matter was, of course.

The feller took the money and started away; and when he was going out at the door, he sorter jerked
his thumb over his shoulders -- this way -- at Dan'l, and says again, very deliberate, "Well, I don't see
no p'ints about that frog that's any better'n any other frog."

Smiley he stood scratching his head and looking down at Dan'l a long time, and at last he says, "I do
wonder what in the nation that frog throw'd off for -- I wonder if there ain't something the matter with
him -- he 'pears to look mighty baggy, somehow" -- and he ketched Dan'l by the nap of the neck, and
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lifted him up and says, "Why, blame my cats, if he don't weigh five pound!" -- and turned him upside
down, and he belched out a double-handful of shot. And then he see how it was, and he was the
maddest man -- he set the frog down and took out after that feller, but he never ketchd him. And----

[Here Simon Wheeler heard his name called from the front yard, and got up to go and see what was
wanted.] And turning to me as he moved away, he said: "Just set where you are, stranger, and rest
easy -- I an't going to be gone a second."

But, by your leave, I did not think that a continuation of the history of the enterprising vagabond Jim
Smiley would be likely to afford me much information concerning the Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley, and
so I started away.

At the door I met the sociable Wheeler returning, and he button-holed me and recommenced:

"Well, thish-yer Smiley had a yeller one-eyed cow that didn't have no tail, only jest a short stump like
a bannanner, and "

"O, curse Smiley and his afflicted cow!" I muttered, good-naturedly, and bidding the old gentleman
good-day, I departed.

As copied and available from http://etext.virginia.edu/railton/huckfinn/jumpfrog.html or within
The Complete Short Stories of Mark Twain and many English Language Arts textbooks.
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Celebrated Jumping Frog
Reading Guide

As you read the story, consider these questions. After reading, answer the
questions on your own paper.

1. What is the purpose of the letter at the beginning of the story?

2. Who is the telling the story?

3. Who is Jim Smiley and what kind of person is he?

4. The horse’s nickname is ___________________________.

5. What kind of dog is in the story? His name is ________________________?

6. How does Andrew Jackson teach a lesson?

7. The frog’s name is _______________________?

8. Mark Twain gives us a story within a story. Why?

9. What is the importance of the dialect that Twain uses?

10.Where would Smiley live today?
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Answer Key
Celebrated Jumping Frog

Reading Guide

What is the purpose of the letter at the beginning of the story?
The letter creates the “cause” in a cause/effect relationship. The letter is the
reason that Mr. Ward finds Simon Wheeler to talk to him about the jumping frog.

Who is the telling the story?
Simon Wheeler
Who is Jim Smiley and what kind of person is he?
He is who Simon recollects as a possible relation to Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley. He
is a con-man and great storyteller/exaggerator.
The horse’s nickname is ___________________________.
The fifteen minute nag
What kind of dog is in the story? His name is ________________________?
A bulldog; Andrew Jackson
How does Andrew Jackson teach a lesson?
Answers may vary.
The frog’s name is _______________________?
Dan’l Webster short for Daniel Webster
Mark Twain gives us a story within a story. Why?
Much like the movies today, where we experience the story within the story,
Twain uses this technique to make his point. He can give a more personal
account of the experience. We meet a character that retells a personal
experience. This technique makes the story more plausible.
What is the importance of the dialect that Twain uses?
The dialect takes us to places with the use of an accent as well as the
education of the character speaking.
Where would Smiley live today? Why?
Answers vary…Las Vegas, NV perhaps.
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Vocabulary Unlocked
“The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”

By Mark Twain

Instructions: On a separate sheet of paper, define each word. Then,
write the sentence from the story and create an original sentence
with a modern-day use of the word.

1. Garrulous
2. Conjectured
3. Infernal
4. Dilapidated
5. Countenance
6. Roused
7. Monotonous
8. Interminable
9. Transcendent
10. Yarn
11. Exhorter
12. Cavorting

Dialect Decoded: What is the current English equivalent for each
word?

1. Ary
2. Ketched
3. Cal’klated
4. Edercate
5. Reglar
6. Curiosest
7. Solitry
8. Fo’castle
9. bannanner
10. resk
11. kinder
12. yeller
13.hisself
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Answer Key
Vocabulary List

“The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”
By Mark Twain

Instructions: On a separate sheet of paper, define each word based on its use
in the story. (FYI: not every definition is the correct one.) Then, write the
sentence from the story and create an original sentence with a modern-day use
of the word.

Garrulous
definition: excessively or pointlessly talkative; using many or too
many words
CJF Sentence: Well, I called on good-natured, garrulous old Simon
Wheeler, and inquired after your friend, Leonidas W. Smiley, as you requested
me to do, and I hereunto append the result.
Modern use: The garrulous speaker lost me after the second hour
of big words and name dropping.)

Conjectured
definition: a conclusion, judgment, or statement based on
incomplete or inconclusive information
CJF Sentence: I have a lurking suspicion that your Leonidas W. Smiley is a
myth -- that you never knew such a personage, and that you only
conjectured that if I asked old Wheeler about him it would remind him of his
infamous Jim Smiley, and he would go to work and bore me nearly to death
with some infernal reminiscence of him as long and tedious as it should be
useless to me.
Modern use: Because of her size and shape, we conjectured that
the lady was pregnant.

Infernal
definition: extremely annoying or unpleasant
CJF Sentence: I have a lurking suspicion that your Leonidas W. Smiley is a
myth -- that you never knew such a personage, and that you only
conjectured that if I asked old Wheeler about him it would remind him of his
infamous Jim Smiley, and he would go to work and bore me nearly to death
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with some infernal reminiscence of him as long and tedious as it should be
useless to me.
Modern use: My little brother’s infernal requests to play with me
and my friends was too much to take.

Dilapidated
definition: in a condition of disrepair or partial decay
CJF Sentence: I found Simon Wheeler dozing comfortably by the bar-room
stove of the old, dilapidated tavern in the ancient mining camp of
Boomerang, and I noticed that he was fat and bald-headed, and had an
expression of winning gentleness and simplicity upon his tranquil
countenance.
Modern use: The truck looked dilapidated on the outside, but had
a powerful new engine under the hood.

Countenance
definition: somebody’s face, or the expression on it
CJF Sentence: I found Simon Wheeler dozing comfortably by the bar-room
stove of the old, dilapidated tavern in the ancient mining camp of
Boomerang, and I noticed that he was fat and bald-headed, and had an
expression of winning gentleness and simplicity upon his tranquil
countenance.
Modern use: I concluded by her whitish green countenance that
the roller coaster had not agreed with her.

Roused
definition: to wake up, or wake somebody from sleep or
unconsciousness
CJF Sentence: He roused up and gave me good-day.
Modern use: The college student roused at the crack of the
afternoon after studying all night long.

Monotonous
definition: uninteresting or boring as a result of being repetitive
and unvaried
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CJF Sentence: Simon Wheeler backed me into a corner and blockaded
me there with his chair -- and then sat me down and reeled off the
monotonous narrative which follows this paragraph.
Modern use: A monotonous task makes time move slower than an
interesting one.

Interminable
definition: so long and boring or frustrating as to seem endless
CJF Sentence: He never smiled, he never frowned, he never changed his
voice from the gentle-flowing key to which he tuned the initial sentence, he
never betrayed the slightest suspicion of enthusiasm -- but all through the
interminable narrative there ran a vein of impressive earnestness and
sincerity, which showed me plainly that, so far from his imagining that there
was any thing ridiculous or funny about his story, he regarded it as a really
important matter, and admired its two heroes as men of transcendent genius
in finesse.
Modern use: The drive from one side of Texas to the other seemed
interminable.

Transcendent
definition: superior in quality or achievement
CJF Sentence: He never smiled, he never frowned, he never changed his
voice from the gentle-flowing key to which he tuned the initial sentence, he
never betrayed the slightest suspicion of enthusiasm -- but all through the
interminable narrative there ran a vein of impressive earnestness and
sincerity, which showed me plainly that, so far from his imagining that there
was any thing ridiculous or funny about his story, he regarded it as a really
important matter, and admired its two heroes as men of transcendent genius
in finesse.
Modern use: The transcendent educators easily maintain student
interest and respect.

Yarn
definition: a long or involved tale, especially one that relates
exciting or incredible events
CJF Sentence: To me, the spectacle of a man drifting serenely along
through such a queer yarn without ever smiling was exquisitely absurd.
Modern use: John loves to create a yarn about an otherwise
simple event.
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Exhorter
definition: somebody who gives urgent or earnest advice
CJF Sentence: Parson Walker, which he judged to be the best exhorter
about here, and so he was, too, and a good man.
Modern use: A good friend should be a trusted exhorter.

Cavorting
definition: leap around; to behave in a physically lively and
uninhibited way
CJF Sentence: They used to give her two or three hundred yards' start, and
then pass her under way; but always at the fag-end of the race she'd get
excited and desperate-like, and come cavorting and straddling up, and
scattering her legs around limber, sometimes in the air, and sometimes out to
one side amongst the fences, and kicking up m-o-r-e dust, and raising m-o-r-
e racket with her coughing and sneezing and blowing her nose -- and always
fetch up at the stand just about a neck ahead, as near as you could cipher it
down.
Modern use: The sight of a snake on the path caused a cavorting
display.

Dialect Decoded: What is the current English equivalent for each
word?

1. Ary = any
2. Ketched = caught
3. Cal’klated = calculated (planned)
4. Edercate educate
5. Reglar = regularly
6. Curiosest = most curious; most gullible
7. Solitry = solitary
8. bannanner = banana
9. resk = risk; bet
10. kinder = kind of; sort of
11. yeller = yellow
12. hisself =himself
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Name ________________________________ Date ______________________

Twain’s Travels
Research: On the Road with Mark Twain
Answer all questions on the student answer sheet handout

Mark Twain was a prolific traveler. He said in Tom Sawyer Abroad, “I’ve found that there ain’t no
surer way to find out whether you like people or hate them than to travel with them.” In addition he
believed that a writer should tell what he knows. This practice of writing about our personal
experiences transcends our curriculum requirements today. Most often you’ll find a prompt or
question on state and national exams that force you to relate personal anecdotes to other issues or
circumstances. Let’s see what Twain found as useful material to include in his writing. Perhaps we’ll
get a little inspiration for our writing adventures too.

1. Go to the Mark Twain Scrapbook online
http://www.pbs.org/marktwain/scrapbook/index.html

2. Read and take notes on the first three areas in the scrapbook: “Tom Sawyer
Days”, “Old Times on the Mississippi” and “Roughing It.”

3. List the places he stopped, the things he learned, and the souvenirs he might
have collected along the way. Record your answers on the Twain’s
Scrapbook Notes handout.

Don’t spend too much time on any one area. You want an overview of this part of
Twain’s life. Pay special attention to any fact or item that relates to travel and the
literature you have read. You’re looking for clues to help you understand Twain’s
journeys.
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Name ________________________________ Date ______________________

Student Answer Sheet
Twain’s Scrapbook Notes
Place/Event
Notes

Lesson Learned Souvenirs
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Other interesting facts that I discovered:


